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Preface

I have high hopes for this book. First, it should fill a conspicuous
gap in the Hegel literature, for the Philosophy of Subjective Spirit is—
unjustly—second only to the Philosophy of Nature in the lack of
attention it receives.

The book should also help stir up a bit more interest in Hegel in
Anglo-American philosophical circles, where the philosophy of
mind is currently one of the most active and exciting fields. It is in
the Philosophy of Subjective Spirit that Hegel confronts the questions
about the nature of human understanding and thought so central to
the British tradition after Locke. I think I show here that Hegel's
appreciation of the complexity of our minds and the peculiarities of
our discourse about them is quite sophisticated—more so than that
of his major contemporary rivals.

My own philosophical language is that of the Anglo-American
tradition, but few of my comrades have devoted enough time to
Hegel's works to appreciate him. There is surely no excuse for
Hegel's writing style; it is simply abominable. But the stylistic diffi-
culties of Aristotle's Metaphysics or Wittgenstein's Tractatus have not
prevented them from being read carefully and often. Hegel's tech-
nical language cannot be the only way to express his insights, so I
have tried to make Hegel speak Anglo-American here (I say "An-
glo-American" rather than "English" because I am not just translat-
ing into my native language). No doubt my efforts will distress
many readers, both because I have made Hegel too Anglo-Ameri-


